HIDDEN ODDITIES - The Circus is alive and …. well …  
Preamble
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An exhibition entitled 'Hidden Oddities" has been choreographed by Lani Ayles and Ally Rogers, of Rotorua, and is on view at The Arts Village on Hinemaru Street until 28th May, usual business hours (see their facebook page for details).

The Brief to those of us involved, all 14 working artists, was to search our inner selves for alter egos, and present works such as we are NOT known for.  So in my case, abstract painting featuring local red ochre was out. It has to be said that the brief changed over time, as more artists were added to the undertaking, moving from a reportedly initial "2 alter ego freaks and 2 works each", to an open number of alter egos and a promotional poster which asked people "what are you hiding".  Back to that later.
I had thought that it would be interesting enough of itself, to show ARTbop Alternative Art Online Magazine subscribers and followers a goodly selection of the works on display.  But as I've been back several times, checking titles, matching alter egos with works and the real artists behind them, or in front of them, as the title would suggest, the more I realised there was more than one aspect to write about here.  And so the plan is to present the exhibition in 3 parts, with refreshment breaks indicated with **. 
Part 1 introduces you to the real artists and give you a taste of  a selection of the  works on display,  under the names of their alter egos.  

Part 2 focuses in on those that particularly caught my attention and contemplation.

Part 3 follows this up with some thoughts about the background as to how this exhibition came about and developed as told to me by Lani and Ally, some of it's historical antecedents, and how it is, in my view, located in our current social and economic, which is to say, political climate.

PART 1 - Unaltered egos
The bios of the artists who participated were displayed at the entrance to the exhibition area, with an example of the work they were known for.  One can perhaps see at a glance the harmonious uniformity of the works.  The public were invited to match them up with the alter egos' works and complete a list.  This engendered a lot of enthusiasm, and frustration - many were unable to translate all, never mind many, of the  alter ego's works correctly.
Each artist then set about materialising, in some cases inventing, in others accessing aspects of their known personas, and writing up biographies for their alter egos (and in some cases again, one, in others several), and designing and making pieces that could be reasonably be recognised as the work of that alter ego.  Part of the invitation was for one's work NOT to be recognizable as that of the real artist. 

The artists' real life bios, without  pictures, appear at the end of this article. Immediately below this  incomplete  gallery of selected, and  in some cases partial views, of the works on view. 
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  [image: image2.jpg]Nico Garorzo, “Unintended Consequences”, Mixed media
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Bio  Dana Knutt
“The Analysis of Connexions” 

#1 work: pen on fabric “Wonder Woman and her Anxiety” $75.00

#2 work: pen on fabric “Superman and his Insecurity” $75.00

Bio:

 Dana is a counsellor who has worked in relationship guidance for over a decade. While always interested in creating art as a hobby she became serious about her art practice after attending an art therapy course in 2008. Since then she has used art to help process the stories she hears as part of her work and to create work for the public arena that generally highlights aspects of our emotional lives within relationships. 

Statement:

I am interested in how unconscious feelings, impulses and thoughts influence our relationships. Intimate relationships in particular. My artworks explore this theme by depicting hidden aspects adjacent to the figure rather than being integral part. In this work I chose to represent superhero’s who although being “Heroes” are unaware of their anxiety and insecurity. They maintain their Hero status and stand aloof from each other, meanwhile their unconscious emotions interact with each other despite separation.  
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[image: image7.jpg]Zelda Bernstein
MFA, University of Arizona

Statement:

My work centres on the notion of detachedness. By assuming a truly
disinterested disposition, colour and form manifest though the
subliminal channels of innate response. This surrender to deeper
subjective intangibles represents aesthetic in its purest form.
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Bio : Dr Mallory K. Sedgewick

Dr Mallory K Sedgewick is a lepidopterist, carrying out a Fulgora Laternaria (aka Peanut Head Moth) count in an extremely remote location deep in The Pantanal.  This work sees her spending up to 9 months at a time alone in a basic hut with no other human contact.  Her days are filled with collecting moth specimens and cataloguing her findings.  Her nights are filled with creating whatever she can by candlelight out of whatever she can find in the hut.  
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Artist Bio and Statement – Fifi Loren.

Fifi Loren was born in New York to parents of Abstract Painters.  Influenced by the constant exposure to colour and the smell of paint, Loren began her own journey into the world of Abstract Expressionism.  Falling in love with a New Zealander brought her to live in the country of the Long White Cloud, where she lives today, with her husband, two children and menagerie of animals.  Loren has exhibited widely in Ireland, Iceland, Iran and India.

Fifi Loren works in mixed media, using a combination of oils, acrylics, pens and pencils to create pieces that have a timeless colour palette and rich, organic quality. Each painting is approached intuitively, encouraging her to step outside her comfort zone. Each layer is built, then stripped away, until she can articulate a sensation.
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“SURLY”

“Dialogue Between Art and the Wall” 

#1 work: Acrylic on canvas,  “I Am Art” $25,000.00

#2 work: Acrylic on canvas “I Make People Think” $$25,000.00

Bio:

Not much is known about “SURLY’s” past. He feels a sense of mystery about his identity is an aspect of his art. He has been an active street artist in Sydney creating images in bus stops, train stations and women’s toilets in particular.  His work came to the attention of the Chalk Horse Gallery and he had his first show in March 2014. SURLY is not just an artist, he is a visionary, inspired by the absurdity of contemporary culture including the art world.  Through a family contact living in Rotorua we are lucky enough to have two of his works in this exhibition.

Statement:
I question the validity of the dominant contemporary culture and have recently become obsessed by the question “what constitutes art”. I want to make art that is profound, compelling, and authentic. This has become the focus of my oeuvre. In this work I am questioning the economics and meaning of art role of art.
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REAL LIFE BIOS - these are the artists' own words
Jessica Newman 
As a painter I get my inspiration from things that are happening in the world we live in. I like being able to follow an idea through to a painting without having to make it part of a series or fit into to a particular body of work. I create stories and scenes about things that I find amusing, interesting, quirky and beautiful, and invite the viewer to visit these ideas with me.
Lani Eyles 
My work is mostly inspired by the environment and the preservation of it, along with some quirky bits.  Integrating animals and nature within human settings has been influenced by a stint of living in the Cerrado (Brazil) over a two year span.  

When I was first there I saw maned wolves and toucans every day.  During my last stint I didn`t see a wolf at all. 

Having this incredible experience led me to investigate similar environmental happenings both here in NZ and around the world... finding things that are utterly shocking. My aim as an artist is to invite the viewer into an imaginary world, promoting the notion that co-existence is achievable with a bit of forethought from us humans.

Liz Pearce   

Liz believes the only journey is the one within. To find her way, she creates figurative sculptures to be her companions; to reveal wisdom; and to empower and enable her. Her heartfelt dolls have been an intrinsic part of her life for over 20 years.

Marc Spijkerbosch

In the last 25 years, Marc has painted some 500 trompe l’oeil (illusion) works for hotels, restaurants, residential, civic and corporate clients. His work sees him travel extensively around New Zealand, with murals in Australia, India, and the United States.

Using the trompe l’oeil genre, he won the prestigious judge’s award at the International Muralfest, Sheffield, Tasmania in 2008, 2009, and 2010. Currently enjoying new challenges as Community Arts Advisor, Rotorua Lakes Council.

Ally Rogers

The idea that there is a space between this world and a mystical realm, a place where all possibilities exist and anything can be created enchants me. This betwixt and between space, a main character in Celtic myth and ancient belief systems, is a magical space that flows with the rhythms of nature. The feelings of reverence and awe I feel for the magic of nature put me instantly within this sacred space, experiencing a deep connection and love for our planet and a feeling of oneness with my fellow human beings. Painting also allows me to access this powerful space within and in expressing my personal mythology which draws from the past and explores parallels to the present I experience insights of self-discovery and revelation.

I attempt to evoke the mystery and atmosphere of the liminal with the way the paint is applied at the same time allowing the beauty of this space to reveal itself. I let the paint flow where it will, lifting it out to create interesting rhythms and building up depth of colour by applying layers of glaze.  This gentle way of painting allows me to create a soft, otherworldly appearance with inviting passages of illumination and spaces of veiled mystery.

Natascha Hartzuiker 

 I would describe myself as a multimedia artist. “A jack of all trades and a master of none”.

My main passion is photography. Though I have a fondness for hot glue and spray paint.

 I function best when there is a “brief” and a deadline. Ultimately resulting in something outside the square.

Nicola Bennett

Nicola Bennett works in many mediums but has a strong connection with sculpture.  'Chocolate Mousse' was born from a play on words.  The paper maché surface is formed from either images of chocolate mousse or hand written recipes of how to make chocolate mousse.  Each faux Trophy head is approached with the deepest respect for animals and a desire to portray the animal's personality and my own.

Riley Claxton 
Riley is primarily a photographic artist who works across genres including documentary, fashion, portraiture and art. In 2015 he finished his Masters in Fine Arts from Whitecliffe College of Art and design. As a result of his Masters he won the Barfoot and Thompson art award from a Masters exhibition held at the Sanderson gallery in Newmarket Auckland. Claxton also enjoys his day job as a computer graphics/creative arts tutor at Waiariki institute of technology. You may have also seen his work ‘Bomb target bomb’ which won, one of runner up prizes, at the Rotorua Artists awards last year.

Annette Bates 

Annette Bates is a Textile Artist presenting contemporary and interpretive works in monoprint and textiles. Her inspiration comes from the thermal geological area of Rotorua.  Annette’s textile works are created using the sewing machine, burning and defragmenting the piece. Her work inverts the perception of a sewing machine and convinces the viewer that craft is art! She also works in mono-prints, creating contemporary abstract art inspired by the landscapes of the Bay of Plenty. She has won awards in the Rotorua Artist Exhibition and been a finalist in the Molly Morpeth Canaday Awards.
Nicola Wright   

Nicola is a graduate of the Otago School of Fine Arts programme, majoring in sculpture. For fifteen years she has worked as a professional graphic designer specializing in print, web design and illustration. Now amongst raising a family she has been using spare time for personal explorations in stone and other materials.
Anna Hayes  

Ko Moumoukai te maunga
Ko Nūhaka te awa
Ko Takitimu te waka
Ko Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairoa te iwi
Ko Ngāti Rakaipaaka te hapu
Ko Kahungunu te marae
Ko Rotorua tōku kainga
Ko Jason Moeau tāku tane
Ko Anna Haye tōku ingoa 

Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēna koutou kātoa

Anna has a Bachelor in Māori Visual Art majoring in Raranga and a Diploma in Business Management. Her inspiration comes from our diverse communities and environments. The Māori technique of weaving (raranga) is the platform Anna uses to make her creations. She uses mutilple media including NZ native flax (harakeke), golden sand sedge (pīngao), possum fur and fabric. She creates a variety of work from the very traditional to futuristic.

Trish de Muth

Trish has a Diploma of Visual Arts, a Diploma of Secondary Education and an MFA. Having spent many years teaching art she is now devoting herself to making her own art. Her preferred mediums are paint and pastel in a realistic style and she has a particular fascination with portraiture. She has been a finalist in the Adams portraiture award and recently she was a finalist in the Molly Morpeth Canaday Art Awards.

Miriam Ruberl 

Holding an Advanced Diploma in Art and Creativity, Miriam sporadically leads workshops in growing one's creativity, and growing the income from their creative work for independent artists. Eclectic in her interests which centre on materials and processes, particularly found and everyday materials such as cloth and waxes,  most recently Miriam harvests and processes volcanic red oxide, using this and sumi ink, copper leaf, gold leaf and metallic pigments in abstract works.  Her work is held in collections in New Zealand and elsewhere, and she participates in both group and solo exhibitions.  She is a member of the Academy of Fine Arts, and the Artists Alliance, participates in a number of community organisations. 

For Miriam all art making is conversation, and at its best connects with the viewers in terms of their own experience.

Sue Skellern   

Growing up in an arty family of Photographers, Painters and Musicians in the Bay of Islands, my passion for being creative started with my first finger painting. Watercolour is my preferred medium and I also developed a passion for enamelling glass and photography while living Waiheke Island, the sea breeze changed the feel of my work.  My passions have influence my career path from a Graphic Designer to Display Artist and Soldier to an Exhibition designer developing and creating exhibitions for Museums, Art Galleries and Science Centres; I’m currently the Exhibition Lead for Rotorua Museum.

Cathy Ward  
Catherine is a painter and graphic designer, originally from Christchurch, who has been living in Rotorua for 13 years. In recent years she has been drawing and painting mainly in oils, focussing on figurative and portrait work.  In 2013-4 she completed a series of portraits of local people painted from life.
And there you have part 1. Time for that cuppa.
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